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DOWRIES FOR DAUGHTERS.

WELL.ENOWN LADIES INTERVIEWED
ON MARRIAGE PORTIONS.

Mra. Sherman Says Rich Men Bhould Make
Thelr Daughters Independent—How One
Count Got $10,000 a Year Out of an
Ohlo Millionaire—Lucy Hooper's Advice
ontheSabject—Mrs. Wanumaker FRVOrsa
Dots, But Mrs Noble Says They Are the
Rellos of Barbarism—Mrs. Carlisle on
Happy Marriages—Mrs. Senator Oarey
Discusses the Situntion from the Wyo-
miong Standpoint, and Tells the Advan-
tages of the Wild and Woolly West as
to Women's Rights,

Bhould American girlshavedowries ? Should
we settle o portion upon our daughters at mar-
ringe? These questions I have asked of some
of our most noted society ladivs during the past
week, and I find their answers interesting in |
the extreme. I first called upon Mrs. Senator
John Sherman, Shesaid: ‘I amin favor of
dowries for our daughters, though I do not
think the matter should be s compulsory one,
us it is in France. I belleve, however, that
both hugband and wife are all the happier from
the possession of means of their own, and every
parent who values his daughter’s best happi-
ness will not hesitate to endow her upon the
event of her marriage. I have often expressed
this sentiment in our family, and I belleve that
no father, should he possess sufficient means, is
justified in placing his child in a position where
ghe will be entirely dependent upon the whims
c¢f another. It is a wise regulation of the
French government to provide by the settle-
ment of a marriage portion for the permanent
support of the wife, so that she can never be
left in want, no matter how improvident the
husband may be. .

HOW ONE COUNT Gor $10,000 A YEAR,

“Nevertheless, I know,’ continued Mrs. Sher-
man, “of any number of instances in which the
system has proved rather disastrous. You may
probably have heard of the marringe of Mliss
Gordon, of Cleveland, Ohio, and Count Vilain,
of Belglum., The affair created quite a sensa-
tion at the time, as Miss (Gordon was a beanti-
ful girl and the only child of a millionaire, who
violently opposed his daughter wedding a
foreigner,, The parents apposed the mateh for
a while and made every effort to draw their
child out of the way of temptation. The lover,
however, was not to be thwarted, and when the
affair became unavoidable the parents de-
termined to make the best of it. A meeting
was arranged with the lover for the purpose of
signing the settlements, and when the prelimi-
naries wera being discussed the amount of the
‘dot’ became a subject of cousiderable contro-
versy. At length the father asked what money
the Count's family Intended to bestow upon
bim. This question rather staggered the youn
man, who hastened to explain that no sue
custom prevalled In his country so far as his
country was concerned.

¢ sVery well, then,’ added Mr. Gordon, ‘un-
less you can show an equal amount, either in
money or landg, you cannot have my daughter.’

“After considerable cabling and much discus-
sion the question was finally settled by the con-
sent of the Count’s father to transfer to his son

roperty valued at one bundred thousand dol-
ars. Not until then would the millionaire
agree to the demand, and he immediately settled
a life interest upon the young couple of ten
thousand dollars n year, 10 per cent. of the
amount conferred upon the groom. Three
years afterward the wife died, and to-day the
widower continues to receive the annual allow-
ance agreed upon from his father-in-law, not-
withstanding the fact of his second marringe.
I might quote other ingtances of a similar char-
acter,’” Mrs, Sherman went on, **but they wounld
all go to prove that foreigners seldom overlook
the all-important ‘dot’ In & question of marriage
with an American girl; no matter how fondly
they may love the woman, and the subject is
worthy of more serlous consideration among
those who have their children's lasting happi-
ness to consider,
SHE LOVED ANOTHIUR,

“You are doubtless familiar,” continued Mrs,
Sherman, ‘“with Lucy Hooper's advice to her
country women ? Inone of her léttens written
from abroad alter her marrlage she thusforeibly
puts the case: ‘My dear young American sis-
ters, if you must have a pet purchase a spaniel,
but never buy a French count.” Miss Hooper's
father as Consul at Paris had many curlous ex-
periences brought to his notice in his official
capacity, not the least original of which was
the case of a young wile whose fancy had been
enthralled, like many another American girl,
by the glitter of a title. One day while seated
at his desk be was interrupted by the entrance
of & lady, who feelingly explained that her
husbapd, & Frenchman, had loformed her that
by the laws of France, whieh require the 1)!'03-
ence of the resident forelgn minlster or at least
the consul at the ceremony to lnsure the legal-
ity of the contract, their marriage did not hold
good in his own country, and that In conse-
quence of the absence of such a representative
at the church she could no longer claim his al-
leglance s a husband., Sympatbizing with the
woman in her trying and questionable position,
Mr. Hooper very gently explained that un-
fortunately there did exist such a law, and
that he was powerless to help her. To his
astonishment his visitor deliﬁhwdz}y exclaimed,
*Then it is all true as he sald, and I am free to
marry whom I choose. I am go glad, for there
Is another whom 1 love very dearly,' "

MRS, POSTMASTER GENERAL WANAMAKER,

Mrs. Wanamaker, wife of the Postmaster
General, Is a woman of culture and rare com-
mon sense, aud bhaving spent several years in
foreign travel Is fitted Lo express intelligent
views on thissubject. I culled upon her one
morpiog not long sinee apd found bher luxu-
rionsly enseonsed in ber pretty boudoir in the
midst of her regular deily work of correspon-
dence, Hhe was answerlng dozeus of privete
notes and letters of charitable appeals. Bhe
gald: I think that the guestion of bestowing
8 Yot or weddiog lﬁmrtiun should be eutirﬂog
opticual, not compulsory, as it ls abrosd. Bo
Brrangements are In many lustunces productive
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I wonder if the countpy has kept pace

of much evil and of considerable financial em-
barrassment, As an illustration of this I recall
the case of a wealthy Frenchman, who had
three wedded daughters upon each of whom he
had bestowed a *dot’ far in excess of his private
means. Two of his'sons-in-law had been taken
intp partnership with him, and In consequence
Lie bad impoverished himself, when otherwise
he would have been rich in this world’s goods,
Many American girls possess Independent
means, and their future is provided for without
additional endowment. As to girls not so situ-
ated, I hardly think any man of means would
care to permit his daughter to Jeave her home
nnendowed, and thereby place her in a position
of compurative dependence.,”
MES, SBECRETARY NOBLE,

Mrs, Noble says: 1 do notlike the idea of
glving dowrles. I think them degrading and a
relic of & barbarie age, When the subject is
looked at in it true light it degenerates into a
mere question of ‘barter.’ Among Indian
tribes the habit is always to pay down a bounty
or purchase-money, either in lands or an equal
value in beads, skins, or wampun, upon the
cholece of a bride from pmong the dusky daugh-
ters of the nation, 1f the maiden be well favored
and possessed of superior attractions the money
is paid over hy the groom into the hands of the
father, and the young girl becomes a wife with
all the show and ceremony of early barbarle
custom. Should the mald be ill-favored or de-
void of personal charms a handsome sum s
puld by the parent, as & bonus thrown in after
the manner of 4 chromo, Lo equalize the bargain,

“There Is to me,"” Mrs. Noble went on,
“gomething repulsive in the bare consideration
of dowry-giving In a civilized community and
in an age of Christian advancement, On the
other hund, a father possessed of any mesns
would be unreasonabls to permit his child to
enter into the matrimonial state empty-handed;
more especlally should the man of her choice be
yossessed of a moderate Income and sleady

nsiness habits. A falr start in life I8 the secret
of a successful future, and many men are too
often hampered in thelr youth by the burden of
family expenses that eripple thelr best efforts
at 8 time when s little discreet financial ald
would set them afloat upon the ses of success
with favorable winds to waft their bark., “There
is o wise clause in Enpglish jurisprudence that
provides for the support of a wife from an
endowment contalned in the muarrlage settle-
meut. Such a dot belougs uunconditionally to
the wife, and she caun withbold it, notwith-
standing the demands of the husband.”

MES. CARLISLE ON HAPPY MARRIAGES.

Mrs, Carligle expresses short but daelded
views in fayor of the dowry, Buld she: YA
wowman should always possess means of her own
If shie expects to eujoy o perfectly coogenial
wedded life. Evon the most generous of
husbands often overlook the smaller ngeds of a
bousehold that form g0 lmportsnt a factor in
the geperal comfort and bapploess, and very

few women eare o by ooustar i Boricin Lo A

demands upon their husbands, preferring more
often to go without a necessity rather than
annoy a man by little importunities of this
kind, until at length a lack of mutual confi-
dence engenders misunderstandings that prove
the beginning of serfous estrangements. It is
the same thing over again as that brought out
in the allowance system, and if the wife pos-
sesses independent means the wheels of domes-
tie machinery run smoothly forward without
lar ot hindrance., By all means give your
daughters a wedding portion, should your for-
tune permit, and do not thrast her from the
parental nest unsupplied with necessary pro-
téction from future want !"'

MRS, BENATOR MCPHERSON APPROVES OF THEM,

Mrs. MePherson, wife of the Senator from
New Jersey, has spent mueh of her life in for-
¢lgn travel, and probalily there are fow corners
of the world which at one time or another she
has not visited, A woman of keen intelligence
and eonsiderable literary taste, she has made a
ceareful study of the varlous customs and nu-
tional peculiarities. | nsked her whether she
upproved of the giving of dowries, **I do most
cemphatically,’ she answered, *‘Forthesuake of
u woman's Individual happiness, i for no other
reason, it s a wise provision, and 1 believe that
every parent who has his child’'s best welfare at
heart would not neglect so important a duty,
I mean, of course, in case he can afford to do
80. Abroad the customis universally observed,
and a forgiguner seldom, if ever, secks an Ameri-
enn wife from awmong those less bleegsed by
fortune. The recent marringe of Miss Auden-
reld and Count Devonne, of Fiaoce, 18 yeb
another instapce of title allylng with solid
Ameriean gold, Lvery ouve, of course, knows
that the Count was head over ears in love with
his bride, but the main chance was not over-
looked, and the dowry was satisfactorily settled
in complance with the French law before the
contract was sealed ot the altar. The amount
of Miss Audenreld's Income is variously esti-
mated from four to eight thousand dollars, to
which her mother has added & ‘dot’ of several
thousand more out of her bandsome fortune,
that will in ]l probability revert eventually to
her duughter.”

MIS, SENATOR WOLCOTT DOX'T APPROVE OF
DOWRIES.

Mrs, Woleott, wife of the Senator from
Colorado, was at first rather diginelined to ex-
press her views, as she hud never seriously con-
sidered the guestion, but she soon warmed up
to the subject in reply to one ortwo leading
questions, and ardeuntly espoused the opposite
view. Mrs. Wolcott went on toexplain that
shoe considered domestic happiness better se-
cured by total dependence on the part of the
wife. Bhe sald; “In every male breast there
Hves & spark of la%eot chivalry thut Is sure to
be culled forth by the demand for protection
ou the part of the weaker vessel, and his manly
pride I& roused by the demand upon hils rightful
ﬁownn&nlt_)' over thoss who ure d¢pendent
upon his strevgth, just as the very dependency
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A FINE EXHIBITION,

The Works of Mr. Paul Puatzki and His
Pupils.

The studio of Mr, Paul Putzki, the artist,
No. 1420 New York avenue, was thronged dur-
ing the earller days of the past week with ad-
miring art enthusiaste, who came to view the
beautiful display of water colors and china
paintings, the works of the artist and his
puplis. The walls and several tables were
tastefully arranged with the paintings and
chinaware, Chief among the commenda-
ble features of the exhibition was the collection
of orchids sketebed in water colors by Mr,
Putzki from the rare plants in the
White House Conservatory. These have
admitted of an exquisite display of the
artist’'s talent as a colorist,and he bas preserved
with minute skill the many delicate lines and
shades for which this wonderful flower is famed.
Another collection of the artist’s deserving of
special mention 15 & number of shketches that
graphically depiet the scenle beauty of New-
foundland, the result of his visit to that coun-
try last summer, Besides his own works those
of his pupils are by no means lacking in merit,
and show evidence of the efliciency of the in-
structor as well as palnstakiog endedavor on the
art of his puplls, Prowminent among the latter
s Mrs, Harrison, wife of the President, who ex-
hibits several pleces of bher china palpting,
among them an orchid panel, panel of birds,
tray trumpet flowers, and plates in Royal Wor-
cestor. Mrs Beranton exhibited a salad eet
and l-la{lue of red cherries; Mrs. Ree-
side, Representative Harmer’s davghter, Belleek
vase of orchids, chocolate pitcher, Wisteria;
Mrs, John B, Wight, vase Belleek morning-
glorieg, tray of roses, and other pleces; Mrs,
Moses, flue salad set; Mrs. Adee, several fine
water colors; Mrs, Rathbone, peach fruit dish,
sulad dlsh, strawberries, cream and sugar
bowl; Mrs. Bond, fruit set and several water
celors; Mise Mulloy, chocolate pitcher of jassa-
mine; Miss Grace Davis, salad set; Mrs, Dye,
two vases sud bread plate; Mrs. Bkiles, brash
and comb tray of roses, bon-bon box, frait

Elate; Miss Landes, vase plumbago; Miss
tevens, bread aud milk set; Mrs. Lueas, water
color, La Fruuce roses; Miss Moore, vase

orehids, rose jar, and several fine pleces; Miss
SBwan, vase of clrysanthemume in Royal
Worcester., )

Mr, Putzki also exhibited an especially fine
set of }ﬂatea. on each of which s painted a
scene from nature, both landscape and marine
views, the entire set valued at 900, Other
pleces were a frult set, decorated with various
upique deslgus, snd a besutiful flower jar-
dinfere of orehids.

- - P

—“Willle Peyvton’s Inberitance.” 8 realistio
Wuhmﬁun atory, 18 for sale at wll newsdealers,
ﬁpﬁ the trade can be supplied a4t the Washington
oews pany.
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A MAGNIFICENT GIFT.

THE SITE FOR A WOMAN'S TEMPLE
AT GLEN ECHO.

It Will Be n Grand Feature of the Natlonal
- Chautaugua Up the Potomac—Distin-
gulshed Women Thank the Doners,

All great projects, like great edifices, are
built up from foundation-stone to dome block
by block. It wasa grand conception of great
things to he that made the National Chautauqua
of Glen Echo possible. Even its projeclors,
men and woman of wide experience, could not
see how broad the field of work could be made
until they had entered upon the actual field of
their labors. With some the idea of a temple
devoted to women's interests occurred from
the start. It wasto be a homeon the grounds
for all women's organizations, where they
could hold meetings, see one another, and
confer as to what would best redound to their
honor and dignity.

On Thursday a large company of ladies, rep-
resentative women, officers or delegates to the
various women’'s organizations now in the city,
went outto Glen Echo on the tally-ho or in
carriages about noon. It was a winterish day,
but not too cold to be enjoyable. Arriving on
the grounds, a [ine Junch was served, after
which the gentlemen present—Messrs, Edward
Baltzley.president of the board; Adam Pratt,vice
president, and L. De I'. Jennings, secretary—
conducted the ladles out to a beautiful plot
of ground that commanded a fine prospect
of landscapoe and river, where Mr, Jennings
read the foliowing paper to the interested group:

“*To the Woman's National Council:

The National Chautauquaof Glen Echo de-
sires to extend to the women of Americathrough
you a site for an imposing Woman's Temple on
the ground of the Association of Glen Echo
Maryland, us u National Home for the efforts of
women in the ¢nuse of education and humanity.

CLAIRA BARTON,

President Woman's Executive Committee.
SARAH BIRCH JENNINGS, Secretary.
SARAH A, SPENCER,

President Woman's Board of Promotios.
E.and E, B, BALTZLEY,

Epwin BALTZLEY,

President National Chautauqua.
ADAM J. Prarr, Vice President,
LINSEN DEF, JENNINGS, Becretary,

Seldom has there been a gathering of women
~at the beginning of any movement that repre-
sented’ s% many lines of work in the fworld as
were grouped under the gray, sunless sky on
Thursday. The press of the East and the West,
the W. C. T. U. in both wings, clergymen, and
women doctors each listened with responsive
heart to the words conveying this handsome
gift of land on which to erecet a Woman’s
Temple—a rallying point for women, a centre
from which to disseminate culture, avd a place
for repose.

Miss I'rances Willard responded to the donors
of the gracious gift with warm words, pledging
Illinois for funds to build and furnish an I1li-
noig reception-room.

Mrs. Edwin Roby personally pledged Illinois
for a memorial column and niche in which to
place the bust of the most popular woman in
America—Clara Barton, president of the
Woman's Executive Committee.

Mra, M. Louise Thomas, treasurer of the Tri-
ennial Woman's Council, on being called for,
returned thanks in felicitous terms to the donors
in the name of the United States, especilally
those of the Woman’s Counell and those organ-
izations of women connected with it as fraternal
delegates, to whom a Woman’s Temple devoted
to art, literature, and other educative interests
meant so much,

Clura Barton, president of the Woman's Ex-
ecutive Committee, spoke with feeling of the
gignificance of such a gift to woman and of her
pride in being identified with it. Miss West,
edltor of the (/nion Signal, and president of the
Illinois Woman’s Press Assoclation, gave a
strong word of approval,

Mrg, Lydia Tilton thanked God and the gsso-
ciation for making the gift the beginning of a
perennial blessing, an aid to cultured woman-

ood,

Mrg. Sallie Chapin, of South Carolina,
pledged the cotiperation of the women of the
South if the design for the temple was to be as
Miss Willard had outlined—a reception-room
for every stato in the Union, with a memorfal
column and a grand asuditorium for business,
Ladies from Maussachusetts, New Jersey, and
other States gave pledges of aid in rearing the
Woman’s Temple from thelr respective States,

Migs Willard then proposed that all join in
singlog “Ameriea’ and “Blessed Be the Tie
that Binds,” after which the Rev. Annps
Bhaw invoked the divine blessing upon the
place, and all eéngaged in the endeavor bo rear
not only a material but a spiritual temple, ded!-
cated to the culture and development of true
womanhood,

It was thus that oue of the most important
educational enterprises of the Nutional Chau-
tauqua of Glen E'lcl.m was consecrated. The
exercises closed by singing “Praise God from

Whom All Blessings Flow.!

A photograph of those participatine i this
historical event was taken in & group.
Others present were Mrs. Barabh Hpeo-
cer, Mrs, Frances B, Osborn, of Chicago:
Mrs. Maj. J. W, Powell, Mrs. J, W. Dean,
of Chieago; Miss West, of Chicago: Mr. and
Mrs. E. D, i’iuu, Dr, Hubbell, Marie Stevenson,
Mamie K. Arcaun, Mrs. 1), Finkham, Mrs. T, W,
Johnson, Miss Flora Vining, auditor of the New
England Woman’s Press Assoelation: Mrs,
Barah ¥, Downs, of New Jersey; Mrs. Shrope,
mother of Mrs, Ole Bull; Mrs. 5. B. Jennings,
secretary of the Woman's Committee, and Mrs,
Ewmily L, S8herwood, corresponding secretary,

After these Interesting exerclses were closed
the vehiclea were ugain entered and the guests
of the day driven over the grounds to the am-
phitheatre and Hall of Philosophy, where work-
men are rapidly erectipg the buildings for edu-
cationa! purposes. Every one wus lmpressed
with the progress made in 20 short a time, The
Doubting Thomases, if there were any iu the
Lnart ¥, did not have coursge to make themselves

nown. ‘The programme for the June *‘assem
bly' 1s already made out, and men and wolnen
of national reputation in their many lines of
educative work are engaged.

A few more weeks snd these helghis of Chau-

taugua will be clothed in all the beauly of the
awssening spring, and then progress can ba
atill more swiftly pushed to ‘snmpletion. A
Womun's Temple ns contamplated may not be

complotd by June, bal wo doubt somet vy
mmﬂr_grijwﬂy' utiful spot A :
4 for that purposg . -y ] :
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